BY MICHAEL SOMMER
"‘- F oo ddon't have o spend & whole day powering thaough the
hunes in a long-travel buggy, iding shotman with Andrews
Huck behand the wheel, moorder 0o bearm tha thas guy
knows what it tikes o e o bt of fun Gromed. I:..||-;|||=..: thas
approach woukld sure make youar ingroduction more memonble
amd you'd have & preal lme n lhe process. Bl it's mol reguaned.
Anvoms who happens 1o walk imio the Buckshal Bacing camp.
which is usunlly on Gecko Bond when bhe's ob the Glamis sand
dumncs, can plainky see that Amdrew and his entire group of fnends
are ihere e lve ot up. Hiz approach o snd duming 15 simple.
Bring s masy toys a8 yvou can possibly Gt on the trailer, be sure
that dkere’s encugh fond and dinks fo lnst the weekend, amd
abways Bave o camera and video reconder - o calch the action in
the: duncs when the buggies arc mollin’, as well as what happens in
camp ot naght when the pasty stans rockin®,

The owner of Buckshid Hacing, located in La Habra,
Calilornaa, Andrew Bock osoally takes about 15 inps oo the
sand dunes exch year. Amd, contrary (o the motivatieon that
sz huggy manuincturers have for hesding out 10 the dunes,
Andres 1% rarely there just o promeade his basiness. He's usa
ally having way teo muach fun for that. In Fact, on csch of the
four separme oocasions that | happened to see him in the dunes
last year, Andrew was accompanicd by his wife Yecki, and
daughters Jackie (7) and Jessica (11), enjoying the weekend
with n group of their close .l.lnin;_.'; fricnds. It was on one of
these occasions, just prior o The President’s Day 2003 holiday,
when | photographed Andrew™s unspue X-3 crealion for this
feature, | should say right off that driving in the X-3 with
Andrew was unlike any other buggy ride | have ever taken ..,
but mawe on that later.

When | armrved al their camp thal morming., i was about 500
o, anid | was greeted by Andrew amd his pal Jeil Bowles. The
two of them were slanding there having a cup of coffee, which
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Andrew Buck’s personal play car is

this vnique 3-seater that’s designed

specifically for running fast through
the dunes and jumping huge distances

was perfect timing since | showed up with a doren assored donuts for
them. Andrew and | came up with a game plan for the day, which
mcluced taking the photos and goang for a long run through b diunes
ag | could bearn more about the car. Some of my initiol guestions io
Andrew wene, how long did it take for him 1o design and buoild the X-3
from =tart o finash (keeping 18 musd that Buckshod has several A-3
midels on order al any given iime), and how much did he have invesi-
ed in the project. Being that this svas 801 of the X-3 line of boggies (he
hens since bailt two odhers, and corrently has two ofl-rosd desen raos
vierssons on onder), i ok him aboat elght months o complets from the
day that the first tabes were bent 10 when it rolled cat of the triler and
hit the: sand, And ... gef resly for this, he told me the car is worth $EE.
By thee time you laish reading thas you’ll usdersiamd hooe i all sdds ap.
I asked Amdrew o tell us more shout the design of the X-3, and also
describe seme of the custom parts that he ased fo bualt it Some of the
features he 1old ws aboal the car are as follow. The BEyout of the X-3 was
inspiied by Melaren's Fl roce car. The driver's scat was placed in the
midldle of the cockpit and positioned os (or forwand s possible to alkew
fior greater visahality. When drving the X=3, il foels as il you'me alone in
the car undil you tarn your besd amd notice that there's a passenger flank-
i|'|:: WM Ol ench side about a focd back, The seats were custom musde 'h'-
Crary 3 Jet Trim (Ladke Hovoso City, AXDL and the demver controls the car
with an Impys ld=inch sleering wheel, along wath CHC hanging pedal
assemblics and remote reservolrs, The car i= also equipped with CHC
cutting brakes, in addition 1o 12-inch drilled motors with Wilwood 4-pis
ton brake calipers front and rear thet ane dialed-in propostionately usmg
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X3 cockpit fentures three seats with center steering,
CHMC hanging pedals, Hurst shifter, and Stack dash. |
Car rides on Douglas bead loeck wheaels, with S.T.L.
14.50 Dosert Traks front and 20.00 paddios out back.

a CHC bias sdjust knob thed 18 within the
driver"s neach.

The powerlul G00hp supercharged La-6
engine is located directly behind the driver’s
seal. Ariached to the engine is & Jerico WC
dog-shifted  Iransmasseen which, in flarm,
transfers he power o the paddle tires via
Specdway Engincering gueck chamge: rear
end that has been exiensively maodifscd Io8
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thiz application (we'll dive deeper indo the
details of the engime amd drve trun later)
The 27 pallon foel cell is from Fucl Safe
andl 1% moueied |.|i|'|."1.'|::. abse the tronsmis:
jom, The importance of all this is 1o tell you
thni ike balk of the weight on ke X-3 5 cen-
trally locaied, giving the car a weight miio
al _“~E'i"i- renr and 45% [ront for supenior han-

|_||||:._|: characteristics, Contimaad on pass &

Chack out the X-3 in action, which clear-

Iy shawes the car's agility and suspension
travel, Slidas and jumps such as these
are smooth and cffortless, The chassis
was powdorcoated by Our Powder
Coating (Santa Fe Springs, CGAl and
Deaman Customs did the graphics. The
polishing and chrome plating were done
by Mirror Motal. BELOW, note bypass
shacks and anti-sway bar, rear wing lifts
up to revenl storage tray/trunk and slec-
tric fans, and G00hp L5-6 engine is fitted
with an Enton blower and intercooler,




